A unique The Rise and Fall of the UK Film Council provides a unique study of the making of film policy in the UK set in its political, economic and international contexts. The UK Film Council was responsible for supporting film in the UK for over a decade. What objectives did it pursue over time? How effective was the UKFC as a model of public support for film? And what strategic lessons can be drawn from its experience? As well as offering a critical overview of the political, policy and technological contexts which framed the organisation's creation,
A unique The Rise and Fall of the UK Film Council provides a unique study of the making of film policy in the UK set in its political, economic and international contexts. The UK Film Council was responsible for supporting film in the UK for over a decade. What objectives did it pursue over time? How effective was the UKFC as a model of public support for film? And what strategic lessons can be drawn from its experience? As well as offering a critical overview of the political, policy and technological contexts which framed the organisation's creation, existence and eventual demise, this book analyses the tensions between differing sectoral, commercial and cultural agendas, and between national and global interests in an increasingly transnational film industry. Drawing on interviews with leading film executives, politicians and industry stakeholders, including all the UKFC's chairs (Alan Parker, Stewart Till and Tim Bevan) and its CEO John Woodward, the book provides a probing and an empirically grounded analysis of the rise and unexpected fall of this key and iconic strategic support body for film. At the same time it provides a timely and significant investigation into the contemporary policy environment for film in the 21st century. The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child requires state parties to submit a report every five years on how they are fulfilling their obligations, and the UK Children's Commissioners jointly produced a separate report to the UN Committee explaining how, in their view, the UK still fails in its obligations. This commentary discusses that report from 2008, drawing attention in particular to the continued low age of criminal responsibility, the minimal protections against discrimination afforded children, and the continued legality of corporal punishment of children. ' This chapter describes the quantitative evidence concerning British Muslims' employment and the types of explanation that are advanced for the differential success of distinct ethnic minority groups. The quantitative studies indicate that there is some form of 'Islamic penalty'. From the research with Pakistanis, three interlinked sets of disadvantages are determined which might develop an 'Islamic penalty' in the UK labour market. Even after allowing for the effect of living in a ward with high unemployment, Muslims appeared to suffer an employment penalty. The politics of race and ethnicity were significant impacts on the labour market, particularly in Slough. In Reading, ignorance could result in insensitivity and failure to try to recruit among ethnic minorities. Paid work is usually secondary to the obligations of women. Current 'racial discrimination' against Muslims may be connected to a fear of terrorism that makes employers more hostile to overt expressions of 'Muslimness'.
Where Stands the Union Now? Scottish-English Relations after Devolution This chapter considers Ron Davies' view, arguing that the way devolution was implemented has opened up the scope for debate about political community in the UK. It also investigates the institutional forms which link Scottish and UK/English governments. The devolution reforms rested on the residual territorial non-uniformity of the 'state of unions'. The unmanaged divergence, displacement of legitimacy problems, the English problem, the borderless public opinion across the UK, and the weak intergovernmental co-ordination are the five problems of piecemeal devolution. The institutional expression of political community at a UK scale stays largely uncoupled from the institutional expressions of political community at the devolved scale. The election of a nationalist government in Scotland in 2007 takes the territorial dynamics out of 'family' politics and brings a mutually reinforcing partisan and territorial cleavage into UK-Scottish relations. The chapter explores how French and British Muslim communities are politically defining themselves by creating their own identity, and how they are building their sense of belonging through networking and laying claim to their rights. Through an analysis of British and French Muslims' respective histories, the chapter discusses the extent to which Muslim political participation -voting patterns, political engagement and Muslim identity, as well as the relationship between these factors -has been influenced by the past. The chapter also focuses on the new patterns of present French and British Muslim political participation, and identifies the process of internalisation at work among these Muslim communities. The chapter then offers a typology of European Muslim women engaged in politics. The chapter concludes with some discussion on the existence of a 'Muslim vote', and finally sheds light on the birth of a European Muslim civic participation. The Scottish National Party (SNP) has played a significant role in the politics of Scotland in the last forty years. In particular, it has contributed to and shaped the impact and dynamics of devolution. This collection brings together academics, writers, commentators and analysts of Scottish politics to address the nature of the SNP: its position in Scotland, its influence on devolution, its role as a minority administration and its relationship with other institutions in Scotland, the UK and Europe. The SNP has consistently had problems with intellectuals and thinkers, but this is not unusual in party politics. The issue of independence and the debate between it and the Union is one of the main fault-lines of Scottish politics.
The Scottish Labour Party Scottish Labour has been the dominant political party in Scotland for over 40 years. This book considers the contemporary party, analysing it in the context of Scottish politics, Scotland, and the UK, as well as drawing international comparisons. A range of areas are covered: the chronology of events over the life of the party; the party's internal structures and culture, and its role in Scottish society; Labour's role as Scotland's leading party, its institutional role and its wider relationship with Scottish society; the role of the Labour movement. Key themes include the development of Scottish Labour as Scottish politics has changed with devolution; its often difficult relationship with devolution; home rule and the rise of the SNP; and the impact of Scottish Labour's relationship with the UK Labour party. The book looks at not only the history of the Scottish Labour Party, but also the contemporary party; features a mix of contributors to ensure a variety of perspectives -from academics and journalists to political commentators and public policy experts; and places Scottish Labour within a national and international context. This chapter deals with the nationalist challenge. Constitutional change for Scotland was firmly back on the political agenda of the Scottish National Party (SNP)'s historic victory and was due to the two great surges of support for the party in 1967-8 and again in 1973-4. The SNP's success appeared to be an efficient way of drawing attention to Scotland's problems. The effect of economic change on the fortunes of the SNP is then described. The Tory Party was rejected as the most effective challenge to the hegemony of Labour in Scotland. The electoral success of the SNP in 1974 meant that home rule remained at the top of the UK political agenda for the next several years. The campaign for home rule which had prevailed much of Scottish politics in the 1970s collapsed in acrimony, bitterness and disillusion. This chapter explores the Scottish National Party (SNP)'s early demands for self-government. It assesses the idea of 'independence in Europe'. It also addresses how the existence of a devolved Scottish Parliament has altered the context for pursuing independence. It then considers how the meaning of independence has been irrevocably changed in a post-sovereign world, and the challenges small nations face from (in particular, economic) globalisation. The SNP's position on independence was fundamentally altered by two processes of state restructuring. Devolution has benefited the SNP. The SNP is in a position to affect public opinion on the merits of independence and has a range of mechanisms at its disposal to do this. The SNP highlight the extensive linkages and interdependencies between Scotland and the rest of the UK. It supported 'degrees of independence' for Scotland, which have been informed by considerations of state partnership, European integration and globalisation. In the treatment of national identity and political discourse in Scotland over the past forty years, this chapter looks into the manner in which political parties have employed national identity within the political arena, and examines the wider issues of elite and mass conceptions of Scottish national identity and how these have been exhibited within both groups. It looks at manifestos of the Scottish political parties, both those issued for British General Elections since 1970 and those for Scottish Parliament elections. The chapter gauges the movement of the four major parties along both a nationalist-unionist spectrum and the 'traditional' left-right spectrum of UK politics, noting how the mainstream parties, including the SNP, have, during the time when nationalism became an open and intrinsic aspect of the Scottish political system, engaged with that core identity of the Scottish electorate. This chapter addresses the way that the physical layout of a performance space affects staged Shakespeare in contemporary UK and US theatre. The kinds of plurality of approach and audience suggested by different kinds of theatres in US Shakespeare festivals are also explained. The most major issue bound to performing space is probably that of the stage layout itself. The size and shape of a performance space are especially relevant to the staging of Shakespeare. Space shapes more than playing style: it shapes character dynamics, the way an audience relates to the performers and the way it conceives of the theatrical event itself. Space is not simply about the aesthetic dimensions of the stage, but is rooted in place in a broader political sense, that tripartite 'location, location, location' which is the mantra of realtors/estate agents, and which is ultimately bound both to community and to money. This chapter argues that while the media cannot be insulated from technological and commercial change, with good management it should be possible to maintain, in a modernised and sustainable form, those aspects of it that are most highly valued. The key task now facing wouldbe institutional architects is to design new institutional structures that hold back the tide in places and rise through the waves in others. The key to success in this respect is building upon foundations sufficiently deep and strong to support a structure in the turbulent waters above. In this context, it may be that the law and its constitutional basis in democracy offer a solid base upon which to build; it may be far from perfect, but may be the best available option, or indeed, in effect, 'the only game in town'. The role, the importance, the status and the characteristics of Islamic financial banking differ from one country to another. In some countries, the role of Islamic financial banking in the national economy may be significant, while in others, it is deemed insignificant. Its 'special character' may be recognised or may not be acknowledged by the regulators. Some countries are strongly encouraged by the authorities, while in others, they are barely tolerated. One of the themes running through this book is the diversity of the Islamic finance. Even those countries that have fully Islamicised their financial systems did so under different religious, political, economic and cultural milieu. In most cases, Islamicisation did not occur in a carefully thought out application of Islamic principles and jurisprudence, but in an ad hoc manner and as a result of situational factors. This chapter explores the aspects of Memento's marketing in both the US and UK to assure what signifiers of independence were used, particularly in early print advertisements. Marketing independent films required ingenuity to reap the largest rewards from a small budget. The marketing of independent film developed a public discourse of independence. While the older, upscale educated consumer had resonance for the marketing of certain independent products, the strategies employed for Menace II Society, Like Water for Chocolate and Memento recognised other social identities. Memento's platform release broadly followed the independent release patterns for indie films on the art-house circuit. Its crossover success was also due to the targeting of a young college audience and its strategic placement in cinemas close to large campuses. Its marketing strategy also concentrated on the complex plot. This chapter looks at state intervention from a different perspective: how did management of the UK economy, including macroeconomic policy as well as regional policy, affect Scotland? Macroeconomic policy was conducted from London by the Treasury and the Bank of England. UK microeconomic policy, including regional policy, was dealt with by the Board of Trade and its successor, the Department of Trade and Industry, but Scottish interests were represented in the Cabinet by the Secretary of State for Scotland, and Scotland acquired its own agencies such as the Highlands and Islands Development Board and the Scottish Development Agency. The development of the Scottish Office's capacity for economic planning from the 1960s led to Scotland being seen as an economic unit, notwithstanding the considerable regional differences identified by Newlands. Scottish economic planners played a major part in the transformation of the Scottish economy in the second half of the twentieth century. Recent scholarship has become increasingly attentive to the way different welfare states include or exclude newcomers. Much of this literature has focused on the access to benefits granted to immigrants with a permanent status. While this emphasis is understandable, it ignores the growing ranks of individuals who do not settle permanently, either because they are only given temporary status or because they choose to move on. This paper helps to fill this gap by comparing four countries that are very different in the way they treat temporary migrants: Sweden, Canada, the Netherlands, and the United Kingdom. We find that migrants on a temporary permit are among the most weakly protected in each of these countries, but that the exclusion is more severe in countries where politicians face considerable political pressure to appear tough on immigration and where there are few institutional protections to protect temporary residents from such pressures. These findings highlight both the fragility of social protection in a world of mobility and the importance of firmly entrenched protections of equal treatment.
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